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Center for Filosofi og Videnskabsteori 

AALBORG UNIVERSITET


Seminar on Methodology

“The Nature of Socio-Technical Systems”

The Interplay between The Actor and Technology

May 26th at 9.00 - 12.00

Room 3-20, Fibigerstræde 10

Organized by the research group Cadastral Development, est@land.aau.dk, a continuation of the discussion will take place in the afternoon from 13.30 – 16.00, Room 1, Fibigerstræde 11.
Kære Centermedlemmer

I tilknytning til Maarten Ottens besøg ved forskningsgruppen Cadastral Development under Institut for Samfundsudvikling og Planlægning har vi fået mulighed for at opleve to indlæg om det socio-tekniske system og samspillet imellem mennesket og teknologi ud fra forskellige perspektiver.

Diskussionerne fortsætter om eftermiddagen hos Cadastral Development i Fibigerstræde 11, hvor alle deltagere ved Center for Filosofi og Videnskabsteori er velkomne til at deltage. Program for eftermiddagen kommer senere. 

Program:

9.00-10.30
“The Nature of Socio-Technical Systems” presented by Maarten Ottens, Ph.D. student from Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Technology, Policy, and Management, Department of Philosophy.


Maarten Ottens describes his research as follows:

The interplay between social and technical elements is subject of my research in so called socio-technical systems. In (Ottens et al., 2005) a socio-technical system is conceived as composed of the following element types: Actor, Technical element, and Social element, (and with social I refer to non-technical, i.e. legal, organizational, economical, conventional). The relations among these elements can be conceived as either Physical, Functional, Intentional or Normative. In my philosophical research to the nature of these socio-technical systems, I take an analytical conceptual approach based in empirical research (Kroes and Meijers, 2000). For the empirical part I do several case studies, for example on physical transportation, and including also the cadastral system.

Baggrund for Maarten Ottens oplæg: se link: 

http://costg9.plan.aau.dk/stsm/2005/OttensDenmark/OttensSeminarMay2005.html
10.30-12.00
“The Double Dance of Agency: a socio-technical account of how machines and

humans interact”, presented by Jeremy Rose, Associate Professor at the Department of Computing Science, and director of the Centre for EGovernment at Aalborg University.

Jeremy Rose describes his position as follows:

The nature of the relationship between information technology (IT) and organizations has been a long-standing debate in the Information Systems literature.  Does IT shape organizations, or do people in organisations control how IT is used?  To formulate the question a little differently: does agency (the capacity to make a difference) lie predominantly with machines (computer systems) or humans (organisational actors)?  Many proposals for a middle way between the extremes of technological and social determinism have been put advanced; in recent years researchers oriented towards social theories have focused on structuration theory and (lately) actor network theory.  These two theories, however, adopt different and incompatible views of agency.  The presentation considers a theoretical account of the interaction between human and machine agency: the double dance of agency.  The account recognizes both the different character of human and machine agency, and the emergent properties of their interplay.  It leads to some observations about computer systems applied for geospatial tasks and the organisations that use them.

Jeremy Rose’s text is attached.

Vel mødt.
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